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 5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ мфулΩǎΣ ŀ ōƻǳƴŘƭŜǎǎ ǊŜǾŜǊƛŜ ƻŦ ǎŎŜƴŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ 
¢ƻƭƭƛǾŜǊΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘƘƻƻŘ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿŀȅ ƻƴǘƻ ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘǎ ƻŦ ŎŀƴǾŀǎŜǎΦ 

Landscapes, fieldworkers, farmhands, and common, everyday 

working people; these are the subject matters that dominated 

his early works. 

  

 Born and raised in the state of Mississippi, Tolliver spent much 

of his time as a young boy in the cotton fields, helping out his 

mother, grandmother, and all those who worked the fields 

alongside them. Collectors can occasionally catch glimpse of a 

young Tolliver in paintings that feature a water boy.  His primary 

job was to make sure that everyone remained hydrated in the 

sweltering Mississippi heat.  
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